
Fairport’s Central Avenue 

 

You won’t find Central Avenue on a map of Fairport, because the street doesn’t exist. 

But it did, 126 years ago. If you have ever shopped at the Farmers Market in the parking lot 

behind the Bank of America, you have been to the former location of Central Avenue. The 

outdoor market is visited by hundreds of Perinton residents each Saturday morning. Beneath the 

pavement, below the vendor’s stands of flowers, vegetables and fruits, a long lost street resides. 

 

Cassius H. Green was born in Rush in 1843. A physician, he gave up his profession and 

opened the first box factory in Fairport, but not the last, in a rambling wooden structure behind 

his home on South Main Street. It was a long and narrow building, running east to west behind 

the house, and it suited Green’s initial manufacturing needs well. 

 

The business quickly grew, and by 1885 Green had outgrown the small factory behind his 

house. He built a new factory north of the canal and relocated his machines, equipment, and 

employees. But what to do with the old factory behind his house? The Fairport Herald newspaper 

of February 25, 1887 told the story:“C.H. Green is moving his old shop, which stood on the 

south side of his lot on South Main Street, around to the west end of the lot, and will fit it up for a 

dwelling house, large enough for two families. Other improvements will make two small houses 

more. There is to be a north and south street opened.”  

 

 
Three houses created from the old box factory of C.H. Green 

 

Moving houses and buildings to new locations was a very common practice in Fairport, 

and the work was often done by George Filkins, who relocated many structures in his career. 

CH. Green’s three newly created houses looked very much like typical homes of the day. With 

no indoor plumbing, electricity, or central heating systems, turning the old factory into homes 

was much easier than it would be today.  

 

The 1887 newspaper went on to proclaim that Central Avenue would eventually be 

extended from Church Street to West Avenue, but for the time being, could be reached through 

an alley next to Green’s South Main Street home.  However, the big plans for Central Avenue 

quickly fizzled. The other property owners whose lots backed to the new road never built any 

homes, and as a result, the three houses created from the old box factory were the only 

residences on the street. Soon Central Avenue was known simply as Green’s Alley. After a few 

years, C.H. Green’s big new factory north of the canal met with financial hardship. The business 



was closed, and he and his family moved to Marion, Indiana, where he opened another box 

factory in 1891.  

 

In September of 1900, Fred and Eva Lee took ownership of the Main Street property 

formerly owned by C.H. Green. As a result, Green’s Alley was renamed Lee Place, and finally, 

Lee Court. By the early 1960s, parking in the village was in short supply. The three homes made 

from Fairport’s first box factory were razed to create a parking lot, which today hosts the 

Farmers Market on Saturday mornings. 
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