PERINTON RECREATION & PARKS DEPARTMENT



ADVISORY BOARD MEETING MINUTES

August 23, 2007
PRESENT:  Advisory Board Chair Mark Gwaltney, Advisory Board Members Mike Coppola, Cheryl Hanzlik, Jayne LaFay, Kevin Ruster, Commissioner of Recreation and Parks Jim Donahue, Recreation Director Jeff Myers.

MINUTES:   Motion to approve the July 26, 2007 minutes by Board member Jayne LaFay, seconded by Board member Mike Coppola; minutes approved.

COMMISIONER DONAHUE’S REPORT
PCC/Aquatic Center 

Fall aquatic program registration is doing well, reaching $ 38,000 in revenue to date. The department will be celebrating the Community Centers 10th anniversary in October. The recreation staff will have a weekend of activities planned. Most areas of the Community Center including the aquatic facility, gym and dance/exercise room will be closed for maintenance next week.
Financial Update
The Commissioner signed a deposit check this month for $ 183,652.53, which is $76,750.08 less than last August year-to-date.  Summer revenue reached a record high while fall revenues are lagging for the month of August.  

Budget Draft Update
The Advisory Board recommended draft budget was sent to Town Supervisor Smith and a timeline for budget presentation and approval will be available soon.

Center Stage
The Center Stage program continues to attract large audiences. Last week’s show featuring “Nik and the Nice Guys” had a near record crowd of roughly 5,000 attendees.

Master Plan Update
Trowbridge and Wolf are continuing their update of the draft Recreation and Park Master Plan document. A draft is available tonight for the Advisory Board review and comment. Please return comments to the Commissioner.

Auction Used Equipment
The Commissioner and Parks Director have sent a memo to the Town Board requesting six items be declared surplus. The items were approved as surplus at last evening’s Town Board meeting.

Rochester Red Wings
Perinton Recreation and Parks received the “Happy Camper Award” for bringing the largest group (summer playgrounds) to a Red Wing Game.  Staff will accept the award at the Group Leader Appreciation Night next week. 

Memorial Garden
There is some preliminary discussion about establishing a community garden to include memorials similar to what is currently done at Fairport High School. The request currently relates to the “Fairport Angels” but may be more encompassing.  The Advisory Board is requested to discuss this topic and make some recommendations.

Chris Hoysic
Chris Hoysic, a mechanic in the parks division, passed away this week.  He was a 13 year veteran of the department and an exemplary worker. Chris will be missed by his co-workers, family and friends.
DIRECTOR MORGAN’S REPORT
Summerfest at Perinton Park on July 29th was once again a very successful event. Coordinated by Barb Clay and our department, participants enjoyed a day of perfect weather and a wide variety of activities throughout the day.  Turnout for the event was the best I have seen. 

It’s time again for the municipal auction for disposal of surplus equipment and this fall we will divest ourselves of an equipment trailer, two dump trucks, chain saw, rotary mower and the office trailer.  Proceeds from the October 6, 2007 auction get deposited into the capital reserve account for parks equipment.

Mid year equipment purchases this year include an equipment trailer, water reel for irrigation and a thermal sprayer for vegetation control.  This type of sprayer utilizes very hot water, similar to a steam cleaner, and will enhance our ability to control vegetation in sensitive spots without the use of herbicides.  We do not use herbicides by playgrounds, sandboxes and areas adjacent to water so this equipment will improve control of weeds in those areas.  

Josh Bell, an Eagle Scout candidate with Troop 207, will be doing his project at Harts Woods.  The project will involve general cleanup in the area as well as repair of one of the bridges.  As part of the project he has arranged for Home Depot to donate the materials.

The untimely passing of Chris Hoysic has left quite a void in the Parks Department.  He had a great passion for the department along with well deserved pride in his own work.  He was one of the very rare people who always wanted to get the job “right” regardless of what the job was and without watching the clock or expecting special recognition for his efforts.  His skill set was such that he was able to be everything from the lead mechanic on any of our equipment, wire security and electrical systems, landscape the facilities and organize our shop.  He trained safe truck and trailer drivers out of college students who had never been behind the wheel of anything beyond a compact car, sprayed poison ivy on the trails, could repair your ambulance in his spare time or be the capable medic coming to your aid on that ambulance.  A gentle and caring husband and proud dad and family man, he will be missed by everyone. 

We are currently in the search process for hiring a new lead mechanic as well as for a laborer position as Steve Polimeni has given his notice to resign from the department to pursue other employment.  This leaves us a major gap in our equipment maintenance capabilities as well as pesticide applicators as Chris conducted much of Steve’s training in both areas and they were the ones with the greatest knowledge of our particular and unique equipment. 
DIRECTOR MYERS’ REPORT
I. Recreation Programs.

A. RECTRAC – Rec Facts.

1. Fall 2007 registration currently at $145, 012.  There are 3,291 participants enrolled in 379 classes. (Fall 2006:  $235,420). 

2. Registration to this point is slow.

3. Reminders to register published in Perinton-Fairport Post, and table tents placed in Community Center. 

B. New program consideration.

1. Virtual sports leagues for golf and bowling.

2. Targeted at senior program participants.  

3. Uses Wii® technology.

4. Benefits include some physical movement, but very viable option for seniors with limited movement ability.  Also, provides opportunity for social interaction.

II. Facility Usage.

A. PCC Room and/or Gymnasium Rentals – 2007.

1. Currently at 256
 reservations for $36,384.00.

2. 62.73% of budgeted revenue.

3. Multiple accounts w/ balances due, as they collect their registration fees.

B. Annual Maintenance Shutdown.

1. Gymnasium and Aerobics Room floor resurfacing, 8/27 – 9/2.

2. Aquatics area, 8/27 – 9/2.

3. Track, 8/27 – 8/30.

4. Cardio-Fitness area, 8/27 until 5pm.

C. Monroe County Board of Elections Inspectors’ Training this past Monday and Tuesday.

D. Teen Center floors being refinished in preparation for new season of Detours and teen programming.

III. Other Program Notables

A. On Tuesday, 8/14, 23 teens took a field trip to Laser Quest.

B. 4 kids enrolled in PADI Seal team program, which is a Scuba related program that simulates military and rescue type missions.

C. Thank you to the Parks Department for support during Summer Playground Program and Gazebo Concert Series.  They transported chairs and other necessary equipment to various locations.

D. Due to popular demand, we will offer Senior Lunch on one Tuesday per month.

E. For a second consecutive year, the Perinton Recreation and Parks Department summer playground program was recognized as the largest youth camp to attend a Rochester Red Wings baseball game during the summer.
The meeting consisted of a field trip to many of the Town’s passive parks and open spaces. The trip itinerary included:

R S & E trail head at Ayrault Rd.

White Brook

Egypt Park

Indian Hill

Garnsey Rd Arboretum

Horizon Hill

Boat launch

Hart’s Woods

Beechwoods

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:30pm.  The next Advisory Board meeting will be held on Thursday, September 20, 2007 at the Perinton Community Center, Room 211 at 7:00pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Stephanie C. Kayser

Secretary         
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