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PERINTON RECREATION & PARKS DEPARTMENT    
ADVISORY BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
August 22, 2013 
 
 
PRESENT:  Chair Al Chesonis, Advisory Board Members Mike Coppola, Jim Donahue, Paul 
Fioravanti, Jayne LaFay, Dave Schaeffer, Commissioner of Recreation and Parks Jeff Myers, 
Director of Recreation Diane Riesenberger and Director of Parks Stacey Estrich. 
 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER:  By Chair Al Chesonis at 7:00pm 
 
MINUTES:   Motion to approve the July 25, 2013 minutes by Board member Jim Donahue, 
seconded by Board member Dave Schaeffer; minutes approved. 
 
 
COMMISSIONER MYERS’ REPORT 
 
FINANCE CLERK ASSISTANT 
On August 14

th
, the Town Board approved a Regular Part Time position to assist our Finance 

Clerk.  This position offers limited benefits, on a pro-rated basis.  This employee will assist Cathy 
Keating with all of the time card reconciliation and accounts payable paperwork.  As part of the 
same approval, Linda Kresky was appointed to this position.  She will work Monday-Friday, 
8:30am to 12:30pm. 
 
FINANCIAL UPDATE 
The deposit to the Supervisor for August was signed today, for the amount of $177,466.58.  This 
amount includes the $15,000 Wegmans sponsorship of Center Stage, and was $14,043.76 more 
than August of 2012.  Year to date, we are now $38,159.82 ahead of last year’s revenue. 
 
PARKS LABORER POSITION 
As reported in July, we received 12 applications.  We interviewed 7 people during the first round, 
and conducted second interviews with three applicants.  Parks Director Estrich, Foreman Allen 
and I have all agreed on our candidate of choice, and I will be recommending that person be 
appointed at next week’s Town Board meeting.  Our candidate of choice is Robert Van Camp, 
from Palmyra. 
 
LETTER FROM PARTICIPANT OF “PASSPORT TO WELLNESS” PROGRAM 
In late July, Supervisor Smith received the attached letter regarding the Wegmans Passport to 
Wellness program.  This letter speaks directly to the correlation of recreation and parks, and the 
role we play in the lives of our participants.  I shared this letter with our contacts at Wegmans. 
 
GRANT RECEIVED FOR ENERGY EFFICIENT BOILER REPLACEMENT 
Back in early 2013, we replaced the boiler system for PCC.  As part of that project, we became 
eligible for a grant from New York State for energy efficiency upgrades.  In late June, we received 
$7,000 from the state for this project. 
 
OCFS YOUTH BUREAU FUNDING 
We recently received our $9,007 from the Office of Children and Family Services, for our 2012 
teen programming. 
 
2014 BUDGET PROPOSAL UPDATE 
I have submitted my 2014 budget proposal to Finance Director Kevin Spacher and Supervisor 
Smith.  Currently, my budget calls for a 2.02% increase in tax appropriation.  There are several 
unknowns that remain in the budget preparation process, such as retirement cost estimates for 
2014.  The state has announced that the Property Tax Levy cap is set at 1.66% for 2014, which is 
the rate of inflation. 
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DIRECTOR ESTRICH’S REPORT 
 

Community Projects: 
2014 registration has opened for 2013 garden members. The beds are going fast as 
expected. In 2013, the Community Garden raised $1875.00 and 2012 raised $1,500.00. 
Funds support repair expenses, seed and plant purchases and garden improvements 
each year from the Park operating budget. 
Chair Chesonis asked if any fundraising was included in the revenue amounts.  Director 
Estrich replied that the revenue that is reflected is exclusively from rentals of garden 
plots.  Major fundraising was successfully conducted to build the community garden. 
 
New Features 
Perinton Park building has new lock handle assemblies on the public restrooms doors.  

 
Operations 
Athletic field maintenance is in full throttle. Treatments are fertilization, broadleaf 
herbicide applications and crabgrass prevention. The fall season has kicked off with 
softball and soccer starts next week. All soccer goals will be moved and fields relined to 
discourage high traffic areas.  
 
Some unfortunate circumstances have occurred in Town Parks. We have removed items 
and people from two camp areas (tent/ fort), have placed a ‘No Trespass Order’ on an 
individual and a three year old girl broke her arm in three places on a Town playground. 
The Town has taken all precautions necessary to prevent these situations. 
 
The parks crew has been busy with summer projects. Such projects completed are, 
brush hogging, summer pruning, perennial bed maintenance,  playground maintenance, 
servicing all mowers and preparing the cross country trail for school training and fall 
fundraiser races. 
 
Summer building maintenance has also occurred. The Lion’s Den floors were resurfaced, 
soap dispensers updated in out buildings, furniture moved and picked up for Lion’s Den 
and the Center Park West restrooms painted. 
 
Starting this Friday the entrance gates to the Boat Launch and Center Park East will be 
staying open the reminder of the season. All tennis court lights and parking lots on timers 
have also been adjusted. 
 
Our college summer staff has been leaving over the month of August. Starting Friday 
August 23 we are down to the core crew. Many thanks go out to the wonderful hard 
working summer staff. We wish them the best in college. 

 
 
 
DIRECTOR RIESENBERGER’S REPORT 
 
RECTRAC 
Summer 2013 registration total $282,880. 
Summer 2012 registration total $274,576. 
Fall 2013 registration is currently at $110,716. 
There are 1,736 participants enrolled in 375 classes. 
 
FACILITY USAGE 
August totals as of August 22: 24 reservations for a total of $3,953. 
Year to Date: 288 reservations for a total income of $37,255. 
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PROGRAM REVIEWS 
CENTER STAGE  
  7/8 Bobbi Henry and the Goners / Inside Out – 2,000 in attendance 
 Both new bands and we received great feedback on both.       
  8/4      Paulsen, Baker and Garvey – 2,200 in attendance  
  8/11 Northside Johnny – 1,700 in attendance 

This was a new band which brought in a non-traditional crowd.  Complaints were that the 
band was too loud to start but eventually turned down volume.   

8/18 RPO Marimba Band / Filigree – 1,800 in attendance 
 Upcoming August/September shows 
8/25 John Cole Blues Band (Due to family emergency, John Cole is not available.  Joe Beard 

will fill in.) 
9/8  Salute to America - Perinton Concert Band and Fairport Fire Department Band  
 
GAZEBO CONCERT SERIES – Three of the nine shows were cancelled this season due to rain.  
Aside from that setback, the rest of the concerts were very well attended and helped to continue 
to solidify this concert series as a community tradition.  Back in the planning stages of this year’s 
series, a major goal was to try to branch out with some new groups that have never played 
Gazebo before. The hope was drawing a demographic that may not be familiar with the series.  
That goal was definitely achieved by way of two acts; The Swooners and Hip Replacement.  The 
Swooners are one of the weekly house bands at Woodcliff and play everything from Frank 
Sinatra to Justin Timberlake.  Hip Replacement covered classic pop tunes from the ‘20’s to ‘80’s 
featuring a familiar face from the area, Rich Greene.  Rich is Principal at Jefferson Avenue 
School.  The response was very positive in regards to both groups.   Something new we decided 
to do this year was print and distribute posters promoting the series.  We split costs with the 
library ($23.18 per agency, 20 posters each) and passed them out to area businesses.  The 
merchants were very enthusiastic about displaying the posters which, aside from the promotion, 
also helps instill a sense of community pride.  All in all, we provided almost 2,000 people with free 
entertainment.  
 
OUTDOOR  MOVIES  –  Our Outdoor Movies at the Amphitheater series took place on Friday, 
August 9 and Saturday, August 10.  We showed Little Giants on Friday to an estimated crowd of 
400.  After a damp start to the day the sun came out and we ended up with a beautiful evening.  
Saturday’s showing of Rise of the Guardians was originally scheduled for Friday, June 7 but was 
rescheduled due to rain.  The crowd for Saturday was estimated at 300.  We sold bags of kettle 
corn for $2 and offered complimentary water and lemonade in the Town tent.  We ordered 75 
bags of kettle corn and sold out just before the movie started on the second night.  We feel that 
providing free quality family entertainment is very important to the vitality of the community.  
However, in order to realistically continuing these opportunities in today’s financial climate, more 
expenses need to be offset by sponsorship.  Some changes we plan to make to the series in 
2014 include moving both movies to the month of August (example first and third Friday of the 
month) and restructuring the sponsorship levels to be more appealing to potential sponsors.  The 
Boy Scouts and Pop Warner Football were very grateful to be able to purchase marketing time on 
the screen prior to the start of the movie. 
Chair Chesonis inquired as to what type of sponsorships the recreation department is hoping to 
secure.  He suggested offering the sponsorships as an opportunity to the potential sponsor to 
simultaneously host an employee and/or family night out, as part of their sponsorship.  Perhaps 
give them 4 to 5 movie choices to choose from.  
 
YOUTH TRIATHLON – Please see attached report. 
Board member Fioravanti shared several positive comments regarding the Youth Triathlon. 
Chair Chesonis asked if some sort of “mudrun” could be considered for the youth as another 
offering, similar to the triathlon, and if there was a site that would not cause undue stress to the 
facility. 
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COMMUNITY YARD SALE – The second annual Community Yard Sale took place on Saturday, 
August 17 from 9:00am – 1:00pm in the Community Center’s north parking lot.  The weather was 
perfect as we had 40 vendors set-up with plenty of “treasures” to be found.  The shoppers started 
coming steadily from the beginning and didn’t stop until about 12:45pm.  We estimate that over 
200 shoppers browsed the sale.  Vendors purchase an area (two parking spaces) for $20.  
Vendors are responsible for providing their own tables, chairs and canopies.  We provide a venue 
and marketing.  Top’s Friendly Markets donated a $25 gift card to this event.  We used the money 
to purchase bottled water and sold them for $1 each with proceeds going to the Teen Center’s 
Army Adoption program.  We raised $28 which will help offset the costs of mailing care packages 
to local soldiers serving overseas.  Teen volunteers were on hand to carry purchases to cars, sell 
water and help with set-up and clean up.  In talking with vendors throughout the day, everyone 
was very thankful and appreciative of the yard sale.  They all commented they would return 
again.  Discussions are underway for possible additions and attractions for next year. 
 
STORY WALK – A new Story Walk is up in Center Park and will remain through September 15.  
The story, 
“Nobody Knew What to Do; A Story About Bullying” tells how one child found the courage to tell 
the teacher about a classmate who was being picked on and bullied by other kids in school.  
Starting point for Story Walk is near the shelter just off the parking lot. 
 
SUMMER PLAYGROUNDS – We had a wonderful summer with this program.  The evaluations 
received thus far have been positive.  The Steve Falcone Memorial Carnival, held on July 31, was 
expanded to a full day event.  The morning started with a full camp talent show.  The children had 
a great time and the staff “stepped” up and showed off their own “talents”.  DJ JD (Josh Dillon) 
was the emcee for the event and did an excellent job.  We also provided lunch for all the campers 
cooked by the Recreation staff.  We ended the day with the carnival which included games, dunk 
tank and inflatable obstacle course.  This event went very well.  We are very appreciative to the 
many staff members who helped cook/serve lunch and oversee the event. 
Chair Chesonis inquired as to whether the memorial carnival served as a fundraiser.  Director 
Riesenberger replied that donations are collected for Bright Eyes, in memory of Steve Falcone.  
 
AQUATICS  - Pool numbers for the month of July have increased from 2012.  July 2012 
attendance was 7,369 and July 2013 was 8,480 – an increase of 1,111 people.  Revenue from 
Victor Swim Club for the month of July was $1,020.  Overall Aquatics has been quite busy this 
summer.  We are gearing up for a full slate of group and private lessons for the fall.  Matt Steffen, 
Laura Silins and Jeff Nutting collaborated to hold a recognition breakfast and staff meeting for all 
lifeguard and playground staff on August 1.  They work very hard for us and are a great part of 
the success of two of our very popular offerings.  They made breakfast for the staff (about 70 in 
attendance) and provided awards before their staff meetings.  Supervisor Smith, Jeff Myers and 
Diane Riesenberger were in attendance to express their gratitude to all the staff for a wonderful 
job. 
 
55+ - August has been a quieter month.  Registration for September programming is going very 
well and we are encouraged by the numbers.  The 55+ Lounge will be getting a thorough 
cleaning during shutdown. 
 
TEEN CENTER – Fall preparation is well underway to get the Teen Center staffed and organized 
for the upcoming program season.  Excitement about the Teen Center was drummed up at the 
Welcome Party for sixth graders in June.  There will be another Welcome Back Open House on 
Saturday, September 21 for those who were not able to attend the one in June. 
 
FALL REGISTRATION –Registration for programs began on Monday, August 12.  Registrations 
trickle in daily suggesting people have not started to think fall yet.  Our after school programs Fun 
Zone and Detours remain very popular.  Fun Zone is full and Detours to date has 2 openings.  
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MAINTENANCE 
Turning Point Signs installed the new Fitness/Aquatics sign leading to the downstairs.  This sign 
reminds everyone to check in at the desk.  We have had many favorable comments. 
The Men’s Locker Room shutdown began on August 18.  The Women’s Locker Room shut down 
begins today (August 22) until August 25.  The Aquatics Center, Gymnasium, Walking Track, and 
Aerobics Room will be closing on August 25.  The Weight and Cardio areas will be closed August 
26 and 27.  The Family Locker Room will be available at all times.  Enclosed please find the 
complete listing with dates. 
We have had Property Maintenance Specialists come in and vacuum all the pipes and outer 
exterior duct work of all three locker rooms.  They also vacuumed and cleaned tops of lockers 
and all horizontal services.  The fitness area rug and cardio area rugs will be cleaned on August 
26.  We are updating the fitness and cardio areas with new signage and information board.  The 
Walking Track will also be painted during shut down.  We are working with PLAN Architects to 
design a new information center in the lobby (near the current bulletin board).  Our hope is to 
consolidate all information, schedules and fliers in one area.   We hope our patrons will 
appreciate the enhancements that have been done to our facility during closing and it will be 
worth the inconvenience. 
 
DEPARTMENT NEWS – The Recreation staff will attend an all day retreat on Wednesday, 
August 28 at Whitebrook Nature Center.  Items on the agenda are teambuilding, goal setting, 
recreation trends, special events and new programming ideas.   It is great to look back on the 
past year’s accomplishments and brainstorm new ideas.  
 
E-Newsletter – The E-Newsletter mailing will be completed by the end of the week and sent to 
1,063 people. (Enclosed) 
 
Marketing Report - Enclosed 
 
2014 BUDGET PROPOSAL DISCUSSION 
The 2014 Department Budget Proposal was distributed and discussed with the board members.  
The major factors driving the budget proposal were discussed at length, including step increases 
verses cost of living allowances, the addition of building utilities taken on by the Parks 
Department and specific decreases in revenue estimates that were included.  Also discussed was 
the need to purchase a new copier for the department in 2014, and the unavailability of a mid-
year purchase this year to acquire the copier. 
Chair Chesonis commented that this budget proposal seemed to be a “stay the course” type of 
budget. 
Discussion regarding the Special Recreation Fund ensued.  It was explained how the monies are 
collected, and what their intended uses are. 
Board member Schaeffer indicated that as the Longwell and Pridemark developments in the 
Egypt hamlet advance, the Special Recreation Fund may eventually see some increased 
deposits from those projects. 
Board member Donahue suggested that perhaps this may be an opportune time to propose an 
increase in Special Recreation Fees. 
After all questions regarding the 2014 Budget proposal were answered, the board took this action 
on the proposal. 
The Recreation and Parks Advisory Board supports the Recreation and Parks Department 2014 
Budget Proposal as submitted, with the understanding that some adjustments may need to occur 
as a result of the Tax Levy Cap, and a few unknown expense lines in the benefits category. 
Motion to Support the budget proposal was offered by Board member LaFay, seconded by Board 
member Fioravanti; motion approved unanimously. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Page 6 
R&P 8/22/13 

AROUND THE TABLE 
Board member Schaeffer the upcoming Genesee Valley Harriers Mudslog coming up on and 
around the former Jensen horse farm.  In addition, he mentioned that he aided Eric Williams 
(DPW) and Barbara Johnston (Stuart Brown Associates) with a grant proposal for a trail 
connection between Spring Lake Park, and the Penfield Town line to the north.  There is 
reference to this project in the most recent Recreation and Parks Master Plan. 
 
Board member Fioravanti mentioned there is a board coming loose on the pedestrian bridge 
dedicated to Dave Schaeffer. 
 
Director Estrich reported that the Humane Society Board voted to not designate Egypt Park as 
permanent dedicated park land.  In doing so, based on current standards and requirements for 
State Consolidated Funding Grants, our department will not be able to qualify for funding aid for 
improvements to Egypt Park. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:12pm.  The next Advisory Board 
meeting will be held on Thursday, September 26, 2013 at 7:00pm at the Perinton Community 
Center, Room 211. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Jeffrey D. Myers, CPRP 
Commissioner of Recreation and Parks 
 
 
 
 
  
 
    


