
     

  

PERINTON TOWN BOARD MEETING 
1350 Turk Hill Road, Fairport, NY 14450 

Wednesday, October 14, 2009 
 

 
PRESENT:  James E. Smith  Supervisor 
   Patricia S. Knapp  Councilperson 
   Carolyn H. Saum  Councilperson 
   Joseph H. LaFay  Councilperson 
   Peg S. Havens   Councilperson 
 
ALSO PRESENT:  Robert Place, Esq., Town Attorney; Thomas C. Beck, Commissioner 
of Public Works; Kevin Spacher, Finance Director; James A. Donahue, Commissioner of 
Recreation and Parks; Jennifer A. West, Town Clerk; T.C. Lewis, Planning Board. 
 

Supervisor Smith called the meeting to order at 8:00 pm and introduced 
the Board and staff present. 
 

Councilperson Havens made a motion, seconded by Councilperson Saum, 
that the minutes of the Town Board meeting of September 23, 2009 be approved as 
submitted by the Town Clerk. 
  

Ayes:  Smith, Knapp, Saum, LaFay, Havens 
  Nays:  None 
  Unanimously approved 

 
PUBLIC HEARING 

PROPOSED 2010 TOWN OF PERINTON BUDGET 
 

Supervisor Smith opened the Public Hearing and asked the Clerk for proof 
of publication and affidavit of posting.  Proof of publication was given in the Fairport 
East Rochester Post on September 30, 2009; affidavit of posting was also September 30, 
2009. 

 
A summary of the 2010 proposed budget was distributed to those present. 

Supervisor Smith recapped by stating that Perinton has the third lowest full value Town 
tax rate of the Towns in Monroe County.  Thirteen of the last twenty-two years, Perinton 
has had the lowest full value tax rate.  Supervisor Smith explained that in the budget 
under personal services there would be no cost of living adjustment in the 2010 budget 
for the Town employees.  Supervisor Smith went on to explain that when he and Finance 
Director Spacher began to put together the preliminary budget, they received a clear 
signal from the Town Board that given the national economic climate, it would be 
inappropriate to put together a budget that resulted in anything but a flat tax.  Supervisor 
Smith stated that assessed values were up only slightly, appropriations were up $158,000, 
revenues and unexpended balances were up $86,500 and the net amount to be raised by 
taxes was a $73,000 increase, which yields a flat tax for both the Village and the Town 
outside the Village.   
 
  Supervisor Smith explained that in addition to having low taxes versus our 
sister communities in Monroe County, the Town Board also strives to have steady taxes 
with no peaks and valleys in the tax rate.  The Town uses Capital Reserve Funds to 
stabilize expenditures.  Supervisor Smith pointed out one item on the Fund 
Appropriations sheet, purchase of land for $85,000 in the 2010 budget.  This is for the 
Chase Farms property and includes an installment payment that will be due in January 
2010.  Supervisor Smith also highlighted another line on that same sheet, Employee 
Benefits that includes an increase of $160,000 (+30%) in new charges for the New York 
State Retirement system.  This is an unavoidable cost of business for the Town, tied to 
the stock market and the economy in general and handed down to us by New York State. 
 
  On the revenue side of the budget, Supervisor Smith pointed out a line 
item, Interfund Revenues that has an increase of $85,000 from 2009 to 2010.  This is 
again the Chase purchase and the money does not come from taxes; it comes from the 



     

  

Open Space Capital Reserve Fund.  Supervisor Smith reviewed pie charts and pointed to 
a change from the budget information meeting two weeks ago.  The amount to be raised 
by local taxes in 2010 is actually less than it was in 2009. 
 

Supervisor Smith reviewed proposed equipment purchases for 2010 and 
explained that the budget is similar to last year.  Supervisor Smith then showed a chart 
detailing taxes for median Perinton homeowners.  The Town tax rate is both low and 
steady.  The last report reviewed by Supervisor Smith was the exemption impact report 
which is a public disclosure regarding exempt property in the Town, including among 
others, COMIDA, aged and veteran exemptions. 

 
Nancy Hessler, 3 Landing View Lane, asked whether the Town Board has 

ever addressed taxes as an overall issue considering County, Town, Village, State and 
School taxes.  Supervisor Smith explained that the Town does cooperate with the other 
levels of government citing an example of the fueling facility, which was built jointly by 
the Town and School district, is used by the Special districts within the Town, and 
eliminated the need for full redundancy of fuel facilities.  Supervisor Smith also 
explained that the Town does not create a comprehensive plan and plan development 
based on taxation.  He also stated that the preservation of 2,000 acres of open space, for 
example, saves the municipality significant amounts of money on all levels.  Developed 
residential land requires more in services than it pays.  Ms. Hessler went on to ask 
whether the Board discusses the impact of the various taxing structures on the 
homeowner and what the relationships are among those entities.  Supervisor Smith 
explained that there is very little relationship other than the sharing of services between 
those entities.  He explained for example, that 70% of Monroe County’s budget is made 
up of Medicaid expenses and is mandated.  The same thing goes for the School districts.  
There is a council of governments made up of Towns, Villages, the City, School districts 
and the County and the topic is frequently discussed. 

 
There being no further questions from the Board or the audience, and all 

those wishing to be heard having been heard, the Public Hearing was closed. 
 
Supervisor Smith stated that the Town Board would be taking action on 

the 2010 Budget at the October 28, 2009 Town Board meeting. 
 
 

AUTHORIZE DEPOSIT TO HIGHWAY CAPITAL RESERVE FUND 
 
Commissioner of Public Works Beck stated that at the August 26, 2009 the 

Town Board approved the sale of a crack fill machine to the Town of Pittsford for 
$11,000.  Commissioner Beck is now requesting that the Town Board deposit that 
revenue into the Highway Equipment Capital Reserve Fund. 

 
Councilperson LaFay made a motion, seconded by Councilperson Saum 

that the $11,000 proceeds from the sale of the crack fill machine to Pittsford be deposited 
in the Highway Equipment Capital Reserve Fund. 

 
Ayes:  Smith, Knapp, Saum, LaFay, Havens 

  Nays:  None 
  Unanimously approved 
 

 
APPROVE APPOINTMENT 

PARKS DEPARTMENT LABORER 
 

Commissioner of Parks and Recreation Donahue stated that the Parks 
Department had an opening for a laborer position due to the resignation of Jeffrey 
Cooper.  Interviews have been conducted by Commissioner Donahue and Parks Director 
Stacey Estrich and they are recommending Joseph Briggs for the non-competitive laborer 
civil service position in the Parks Department.  Mr. Briggs has experience in ground 
equipment operations, turf management, carpentry, electrical and supervisor experience.  
Joe is a resident of the Town of Perinton and a graduate of Fairport High School.  



     

  

Commissioner Donahue is requesting that Mr. Briggs be hired effective Monday October 
19, 2009 at a starting salary of [] per hour.   

 
Councilperson Knapp made a motion, seconded by Councilperson Havens 

that Joseph Briggs be appointed to the position of Parks Department at a salary of [] per 
hour effective October 19, 2009. 

 
Ayes:  Smith, Knapp, Saum, LaFay, Havens 

  Nays:  None 
  Unanimously approved 

 
 

 
APPROVE APPOINTMENT 

CLERK TYPIST HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 
 

Commissioner of Public Works Beck stated that he is recommending that 
the Town Board consider appointing Christoper Ruiz to the position of Office Clerk III in 
the Town Highway Department.  Mr. Ruiz has been a summer employee with the 
Department of Public Works since 2007, and since the retirement of Gerry Rodas from 
the Highway Department this past March, Mr. Ruiz has picked up the accounts payable 
and project cost tracking duties previously handled by Mr. Rodas.  Mr. Ruiz has also 
completed the Office Clerk III Civil Service test and his score of 95 places Chris third on 
the Town resident list.  Commissioner Beck is recommending that the Town Board 
appoint Chris Ruiz to the postion of Office Clerk III in the Highway Department at the 
entry salary level of [] effective Monday, October 19. 2009.  

 
Councilperson Saum made a motion, seconded by Councilperson Knapp 

that Chris Ruiz be appointed to the position of Office Clerk III in the Highway 
Department at the entry salary level of [] effective Monday, October 19, 2009.  

 
Ayes:  Smith, Knapp, Saum, LaFay, Havens 

  Nays:  None 
  Unanimously approved 
 

 
APPROVE CHANGE WORK ORDER 
DPW REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT 

 
Commissioner of Public Works Beck is recommending approval of a final 

change work order for the Department of Public Works Redevelopment Project.  This 
change work order was submitted by Monroe Piping and Sheet Metal, LLC in 
conjunction with their close out payment request.  The change order is a credit, in the 
amount of $1,400.00, for two exhaust fans that were ultimately not installed as part of the 
project. 

 
A motion was made by Councilperson LaFay, seconded by Councilperson 

Knapp, that the above change work order be approved as recommended by 
Commissioner Beck. It is the result of a change in conditions and was not foreseen in the 
original plans. 

 
Ayes:  Smith, Knapp, Saum, LaFay, Havens 

  Nays:  None 
  Unanimously approved 
 

A motion was made by Councilperson Saum, seconded by Councilperson 
LaFay, that the reports from the Finance Director, Town Clerk and the Code Enforcement 
and Development Department for the month of September 2009 be approved. 
 
  Ayes: Smith, Knapp, Saum, LaFay, Havens 
  Nays: None 
  Unanimously approved 



     

  

 
  Councilperson Saum made a motion, seconded by Councilperson Havens, 
that the Board adjourn to Executive Session after this meeting to discuss a legal matter. 
 

Ayes:  Smith, Knapp, Saum, LaFay, Havens 
  Nays:  None 
  Unanimously approved 
 
  Mr. Ted Avgerinos, 1 Ledgemont Drive, distributed a photograph to the 
Town Board of his pick-up truck that had the rear window broken.  Mr. Avgerinos stated 
that he moved to Perinton in January of 2009.  Since that time, he has had his mailbox 
vandalized twice, two GPS devices stolen from his truck while parked in the driveway, a 
lawn ornament stolen from his lawn and the rear window of his pick-up truck broken.  
Mr. Avgerinos has reported these incidents to the sheriff’s department and contacted 
Supervisor Smith on October 9, 2009.  Mr. Avgerinos stated that in his conversation with 
Supervisor Smith, he asked if the Town had considered having its own police force and 
Supervisor Smith stated that it has come up on occasion but there has been a very high 
degree of satisfaction with the Monroe County Sheriff’s Department.  It would also 
double the Town taxes.  Mr. Avgerinos challenged the Board asking what they would do 
to make the Town more safe and stated that the Town offered a whole host of peripheral 
services that he feels are not as important as a Town police force.   
 
  Captain William Sanborn of the Monroe Country Sheriff’s Department A 
Zone was present tonight at Supervisor Smith’s request.  He stated that he has had his 
deputies follow up with Mr. Avgerinos.  Captain Sanborn stated that larcenies from 
vehicles are a county-wide problem.  He stated that it is an opportunistic crime as thefts 
from vehicles are often made from unlocked cars.  Captain Sanborn also stated that they 
have resources, such as a case analyst and crime prevention deputy, directed at pattern 
crimes.  The sheriff’s department has facilitated the formation of many neighborhood 
watch groups throughout the community.  Captain Sanborn also stated that many times 
criminal matters are brought to their attention that are not reported and they are learning 
of them after the fact.  Information that is brought to them in a timely fashion helps them 
to identify the problems occurring and to direct resources to them.  Captain Sanborn 
stated that the deployment of deputies in Perinton is reviewed annually and the Sheriff’s 
Department attempts to deploy those resources with vision.  The Sheriff’s department has 
specialized units that are working simultaneously such as technical services, a traffic 
enforcement unit, investigators and mounted officers that can be directed to the Town of 
Perinton if necessary.  Captain Sanborn stated that frequently the services of the Sheriff’s 
office are called upon to supplement the services of area Town police departments.  Calls 
for service have been consistent over the last few years, property crimes are down and 
total crime is down since 2006 in the Town of Perinton.  Captain Sanborn concluded by 
saying that they would redirect any services necessary to a specific neighborhood if the 
concerns are brought to the attention of the Sheriff’s department. 
 
  Supervisor Smith thanked Captain Sanborn for the excellent services 
brought to the Town by the Sheriff’s Department A Zone and asked that Captain Sanborn 
update the Board with some regularity regarding the concern brought to the Town Board 
by Mr. Avgerinos. 
 
  There being no further business before the Board and no further questions 
from the audience, the meeting was adjourned to Executive Session at 8:50 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Jennifer A. West 
Town Clerk 
 
 
 



     

  

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 
  A legal matter was discussed by the Town Board and Attorney Place.  No 
action was taken.  The Executive Session adjourned at 9:50 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
James E. Smith 
Town Supervisor 


