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PERINTON TOWN BOARD MEETING 
1350 Turk Hill Road, Fairport, NY 14450 

Wednesday, June 8, 2011 
 

 
PRESENT:  James E. Smith  Supervisor 

Patricia S. Knapp  Councilperson 
   Carolyn H. Saum  Councilperson 
   Joseph H. LaFay  Councilperson 
   Peg S. Havens   Councilperson 
   
 
ALSO PRESENT:  Robert Place, Esq., Town Attorney; Thomas C. Beck, Commissioner 
of Public Works; Jennifer A. West, Town Clerk; Michael Doser, Director of Code 
Enforcement and Development; T.C. Lewis, Planning Board; Ken Rainis, Chairman, 
Conservation Board; Chris Fredette, Conservation Board;  Barbara Wagner, Conservation 
Board. 
 

Supervisor Smith called the meeting to order at 8:00 pm and introduced 
the Board and staff present.   
 

Councilperson Havens made a motion, seconded by Councilperson Saum, 
that the minutes of the Town Board meeting of May 25, 2011 be approved as submitted 
by the Town Clerk. 
  

Ayes:  Smith, Knapp, Saum, LaFay, Havens 
  Nays:  None 
  Approved 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
SPECIAL USE PERMIT 

SMALL WIND ENERGY CONVERSION DEVICE 
425 ALDRICH ROAD 

 
Supervisor Smith opened the Public Hearing and asked the Clerk for proof 

of publication and affidavit of posting.  Proof of publication for the Public Hearing was 
given in the Fairport East Rochester Post on May 26, 2011; affidavit of posting was also 
May 26, 2011. 

 
Supervisor Smith explained that Perinton passed a wind energy conversion 

law in August of 2010 and tonight’s application is the first under the new law.  
Supervisor Smith reiterated the parallel that he made last year when the new law was 
passed, explaining that wind turbines are like the early satellite dishes that were 8-12 feet 
across.  He went on to state that there were appropriate places for them to be in the 
community but generally they did not fit in a standard subdivision setting.  Municipalities 
caught up with the existence of satellite dishes and put restrictions in place to limit them, 
set standards that needed to be met and eventually technology changed leading to small 
dishes performing the same function and the issues passed.  Towns have been actively 
working to get ahead of the curve with wind energy and get legislation in place to allow 
them where they might fit in and also to be sure that they don’t have an inappropriate 
presence in our community.  Supervisor Smith stated that the Board feels that our law is 
well written, deals with a number of environmental issues and requires a Special Use 
Permit for the Town Board, site plan approval from the Planning Board and a building 
permit from the Code Enforcement and Development Office.  These approvals are 
sequential.  Supervisor Smith further explained that this is an application for a Special 
Use Permit for a small wind energy conversion device (SWECD) and the most important 
part of the meeting is to hear the public/neighbor comments regarding the merits of the 
application as they see it. 
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Dave Hoffmeister of Windtamer/Arista Power represented the applicants, 

Linda and Brian Shaw of 425 Aldrich Road.  Mr. Hoffmeister explained that the Shaws 
are looking to put a small wind turbine in the rear of their property.  The turbine will be 
39 feet tall with a three foot in diameter cylindrical concrete foundation, one foot in 
diameter steel pole, which extends 20 feet to the rotor (or wind turbine).  The wind 
turbine (shroud) is sixteen feet in diameter.   

 
Mr. Hoffmeister reviewed the site plan map for the Shaw’s property and 

located the proposed SWECD approximately 120 feet from the rear of the Shaw’s house.  
He further stated that the SWECD would be in the middle of the property, approximately 
215 feet from the Easterly property line and 200 feet from the applicant’s Northern 
property boundary.  Mr. Hoffmeister also supplied a visual impact study (balloon study), 
in which he raised balloons to approximately 44 feet height.  He showed the resulting 
photos taken from various locations surrounding the Shaw’s property.  A question was 
asked relative to the set back requirements for the SWECD and Supervisor Smith stated 
that the device would have to be three times the height in distance from the Shaw’s 
property line or 117 feet. 

 
Mr. Hoffmeister stated that his company also submitted a noise study as 

part of this application.  The study was conducted by an independent engineer at another 
property that has an Arista SWECD installed.  The conclusion of the noise study was that 
the SWECD is remarkably quiet and that the street noise would overtake the noise of the 
turbine.   

 
 
The following neighbors were in attendance at the Public Hearing:  Jim 

and Maxine Broan, 48 Nobleman Court; Ken Klassen, 46 Nobleman Court; Sherri Beerse 
and Paul Goodwin, 15 Nobleman Court; Don and Patty DeBrine, 36 Nobleman Court; 
Mike and M. E. Clark, 62 Nobleman Court; Dan Stare, 59 Nobleman Court; Kevin 
Conlon, 381 Aldrich Road; Dave and Judy Ververs, 9 Nobleman Court; Skip Anthony, 
32 Nobleman Court; Gary Bippes, 40 Nobleman Court; Mary Flaherty and Robert 
Wendler, 56 Nobleman Court; Bill Winfield, 23 Nobleman Court; Buck Allen, 58 
Nobleman Court and Tony Bingo, 31 Royale Drive.  Email input to the Public Hearing 
was also received from Patrick McCue of 64 Nobleman Court.  All neighbor comments 
were heard and the following is a summary of their comments. 

 
There were questions relative to the height of the wind turbine versus the 

top of the tree line, whether trees would be removed for the installation and whether the 
SWECD would be more visible in the fall and winter months with no leaves on the trees.  
Mr. Hoffmeister stated that the SWECD is lower than the tree line, no trees would be 
removed and that the device would be more visible in months without leaves on the trees.  
A neighbor commented that the property at 425 Aldrich is all elevated relative to 
Nobleman Court and therefore would be visible.   

 
Other questions related to the amount of energy that would be produced by 

the SWECD given that it is below the tree line, the payback for the device given the fact 
that Fairport Electric rates are low to begin with and whether a different energy saving 
device like solar panels would be less of a concern to neighbors.  Mr. Hoffmeister stated 
that the power produced is based on the amount of wind and how steady and consistent it 
is and that the wind does swirl in that location (and the turbine rotates to take advantage 
of that).  He further stated that there are some cases where enough power would be 
generated to not pay an energy bill and that the SWECD is for personal use, not to 
generate power to sell back to an energy company.  Mr. Hoffmeister stated that solar 
versus wind energy is a personal preference and there is a lot of shade on this property 
which makes solar less attractive and the analysis also depends on the site (e.g. facing 
south is best for solar).  A question was asked whether the SWECD could be located in 
front of the house facing Route 31 and Mr. Hoffmeister stated that it could not as the 
same setbacks apply to that property line as well.   

 
Another question was asked relative to harm to birds and bats flying into 

the blades of the SWECD.  Mr. Hoffmeister stated that the Arista SWECD has an 
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enclosure or shroud that encloses the blades, so that they can be seen.  This shroud also 
prevents problems with “ice throwing” from ice buildup in the blades. 

 
Questions were asked regarding the “fit” of a SWECD within the historic 

Hamlet of Egypt, given the fact that the builder (Anthony Bingo) of many of these 
neighbors’ homes could not receive a variance to put up a fence to abate noise issues.   

 
Another question was asked relative to the noise generated and whether 

more noise from the SWECD would occur with more wind and Mr. Hoffmeister stated 
that the only time that they found in the study that they could hear the noise from the 
SWECD was when they got within 15 feet of the turbine.  Supervisor Smith stated that 
the law does not allow wind turbines on every subdivision lot in Perinton as the setback 
requirements preclude that from happening.  The Shaw’s application is a “hybrid” in that 
they have a 3.7-acre lot where the installation of a SWECD meets the setback 
requirements, can be hidden in the middle of their lot, yet they adjoin the standard 
subdivision lots where the Town Code would not allow the SWECD.   

 
Comments were made regarding disturbance of the beauty of the 

neighborhood, potential decrease in property values and the potential inability to sell 
remaining lots in the adjoining neighborhood.  Many commented that they felt that a 
sixteen-foot wind turbine placed 39 feet in the air would be an eyesore and that eight 
months out of the year it would be clearly visible.  Another comment was made 
questioning the payback of the SWECD and Mr. Hoffmeister stated that Arista’s data is 
not based on Fairport Electric rates.  A neighbor stated that she did not understand why 
the Shaws would install the SWECD to the “detriment of their neighbors”.  Supervisor 
Smith stated that an individual might be interested in the SWECD to be “green”, but that 
the consideration of the “detriment to the neighbors” was within the purview of the Town 
Board.  Mr. Hoffmeister also stated that their company has not done any studies to date 
on the potential decline in property values with a SWECD installation. 

 
A neighbor made the comment that many people have worked hard to 

make the neighborhood on Nobleman Court look nice and that he would like the Town 
Board to not approve the Special Use Permit.  Another neighbor made the comment that 
the information provided by Mr. Hoffmeister was vague and would not enable the Town 
Board to make an informed decision. 

 
Councilperson Knapp asked whether Arista has any installations in 

neighboring towns and Mr. Hoffmeister stated that there is one in Victor, NY and one in 
Fishers, NY.  Mr. Hoffmeister stated that he would give those addresses to Mr. Doser and 
anyone interested could take a look at the installation. 

 
A question was asked as to whether there was any prior business 

relationship between Ms. Shaw and Windtamer/Arista.  Mr. Hoffmeister stated that in 
addition to being a customer, Ms. Shaw did some legal work for the company about a 
year ago.   

 
There being no further questions, and all those wishing to be heard having 

been heard, the Public Hearing was closed. 
 

A motion was made by Councilperson LaFay, seconded by Councilperson 
Saum, that the Special Use Permit application for the installation of a small wind energy 
conversion device to be located at 425 Aldrich Road be referred to the Conservation 
Board for their comment. 
 
  Ayes:  Smith, Knapp, Saum, LaFay, Havens 
  Nays:  None 
  Unanimously approved 
 
  Supervisor Smith stated that the Conservation Board review would take at 
least four to six weeks and may require some outside analysis and expertise.  At some 
point in the future this application will come back to the Town Board with a referral from 
the Conservation Board for a decision by the Town Board.  Supervisor Smith stated that 
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this would occur at a regular Town Board meeting and that any individual could check 
with Ms. West or Supervisor Smith to see when that has been scheduled.  The neighbors 
decided that an email should be sent to Mr. Bingo and he will let the neighbors know of 
that date. 

 
AUTHORIZE DEPOSIT OF AUCTION PROCEEDS TO CAPITAL  

RESERVE FUND 
 

Supervisor Smith stated that the Board has a memo from Commissioner of 
Recreation and Parks Myers stating that the Parks Department submitted 8 pieces of 
equipment to be sold at the Municipal Equipment auction, which took place on May 14, 
2011.  Mr. Myers is requesting that the $26,064.00 in proceeds be deposited into the 
Capital Reserve for Parks Equipment Fund. 
 

Councilperson Havens made a motion, seconded by Councilperson Knapp 
to authorize that the $26,064.00 in proceeds be deposited into the Capital Reserve for 
Parks Equipment Fund. 

 
 
  Ayes: Smith, Knapp, Saum, LaFay, Havens 
  Nays: None 
  Unanimously approved 
 
 

A motion was made by Councilperson LaFay, seconded by Councilperson 
Saum, that the reports from the Finance Director, Town Clerk and the Code Enforcement 
and Development Department for the month of May 2011 be approved. 
 

  Ayes:  Smith, Knapp, Saum, LaFay, Havens 
  Nays:  None 
  Unanimously approved 

  
     
 
  There being no further business before the Board and no further questions 
from the audience, the meeting was adjourned at 9:05 pm. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Jennifer A. West 
Town Clerk 


