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PERINTON TOWN BOARD MEETING 

1350 Turk Hill Road, Fairport, NY 14450 

Wednesday, October 22, 2014 

 

 

PRESENT:  Michael G. Barker  Supervisor 

   Joseph H. LaFay  Councilperson 

   Peg S. Havens   Councilperson 

Stephen C. Van Vreede Councilperson 

Ciaran T. Hanna  Councilperson    

 

    

ALSO PRESENT:  Robert Place, Esq., Town Attorney; Thomas C. Beck, Commissioner 

of Public Works; Jennifer A. West, Town Clerk; Michael Doser, Director of Code 

Enforcement and Development; Jeffrey Myers, Commissioner of Recreation and Parks; 

Kevin Spacher, Director of Finance; Diane Riesenberger, Recreation Director; Stacey 

Estrich, Parks Director; Perry Stolt, Animal Control Officer; Chris Fredette, Conservation 

Board;  T.C. Lewis, Planning Board. 

 

Supervisor Barker called the meeting to order at 8:00 pm and introduced 

the Board and staff present.   

 

Councilperson Havens made a motion, seconded by Councilperson Van 

Vreede, that the minutes of the Town Board meeting of October 8, 2014 be approved as 

submitted by the Town Clerk. 

  

Ayes:  Barker, LaFay, Havens, Van Vreede, Hanna 

  Nays:  None 

  Unanimously Approved 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

2015 BUDGET 

 

Supervisor Barker opened the Public Hearing and asked the Clerk for 

proof of publication and affidavit of posting.  Proof of publication was given in the 

Fairport East Rochester Post on October 16, 2014; affidavit of posting was also October 

16, 2014. 

 

  A summary of the 2015 proposed budget was distributed to those present. 

Supervisor Barker recapped by stating that Perinton has the third lowest full-value Town 

tax rate of the nineteen Towns in Monroe County.  He stated that we have also been one 

of the three lowest in Monroe County for the last forty years. Supervisor Barker 

explained that the budget is divided into five funds and within each of those funds he 

showed in the powerpoint presentation (and handout) the appropriations, estimated 

revenues, unexpended balances and amount to be raised by taxes.  He also reviewed the 

three statutory categories for the budget, which are personal services, equipment and 

contractual expenses.  Included in the personal services portion of the proposed budget is 

a 2% cost of living adjustment for the Town full-time employees.  Supervisor Barker 

stated that there would be minimal change in the Town’s assessed valuation from 2014 to 

2015, appropriations were up $613,907, revenues and unexpended balances were up by 

$395,500 and the net amount to be raised by taxes was a $210,707 increase or a $.03 

increase in tax rate for residents in the Village of Fairport and for the Town outside the 

Village.   

 

  Supervisor Barker explained that in addition to having low taxes versus 

our sister communities in Monroe County, the Town Board also strives to have steady 

taxes with no peaks and valleys in the tax rate.  Supervisor Barker pointed out a few 

items on the Fund Appropriations sheet.  The overall change is primarily due to the 2% 

cost of living increase to full-time employees.  The Tax Collection/Clerk’s office has 
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gone down due to reorganization at the beginning of 2014.  The Public Works category 

has also gone down due to the retirement of more senior/experienced employees.  In the 

Employee Benefit category, the increase is due to the 10% increase in health benefit costs 

for employees.   

 

  On the revenue and unexpended balances side of the budget, Supervisor 

Barker pointed out that the Town expects slightly more revenue for the landfill due to the 

expansion in Macedon with the rail spur coming in.  Recreation and Parks has a nice 

increase due to increased revenues from programs such as individual swimming lessons.  

The Interfund Revenues were removed from the 2015 budget as the plan was to have the 

Town Engineer earn money doing Capital Projects and those projects are not happening.  

Interest on Earnings just keeps decreasing because of the reality of business today.   

 

  Supervisor Barker reviewed pie charts showing the breakout of 2014 

projected appropriations and revenues in the five fund groupings.  On the appropriation 

side, the Highway Repair and Improvement goes from 19.3% of the budget in 2014 to 

19.2% in 2015.  On the projected revenue pie chart, the local tax segment went from 

42.1% of the budget revenues in 2014 to 42.3% in 2015. 

    

  Supervisor Barker reviewed proposed equipment purchases for 2015 and 

explained that the total equipment budget is $858,500, which requires $130,000 in 

reserve fund transfers to make those purchases. 

 

  Supervisor Barker showed a graph of Taxes for the Median Perinton 

Homeowner, explaining that the Town taxes are a very small portion of the total (6%) 

with many hands-on services at the resident’s doorstep for that expenditure.  The average 

Town of Perinton taxpayer pays $405 in Town taxes out of a total of $6,310. 

 

  Supervisor Barker then reviewed the complex Tax Cap Levy Calculation.  

The bottom line is that the Town is allowed to raise $12,364,159 and he anticipates 

levying $12,363,669 and being $490 under the tax cap. 

 

  The next report reviewed by Supervisor Barker was the exemption impact 

report which is a public disclosure regarding exempt property in the Town, including 

among others, COMIDA, aged and veteran exemptions.  11.49% of property in Perinton 

is exempt. 

 

  Manuel Lopes, 67 Black Watch Trail, asked about the railroad spur at the 

landfill and Supervisor Barker stated that it is on the Macedon side of the landfill.  

Supervisor Barker added that the volume cannot go higher than already established with 

High Acres, it will increase but with the success of recycling the amount of waste going 

into the landfill has decreased dramatically which also extends the life of the landfill 

beyond previous expectations.  There will be more volume coming in than currently by 

truck but this spur also takes trucks off the road.  Commissioner Beck added that the first 

cell in Macedon is beginning to be built in preparation.  He also stated that there is still 

permitted airspace in Perinton and that the revenue stream is still 30 years out (decreasing 

over time).  He further stated that when the rail spur is in place the volume still won’t 

reach the waste level of 2008 (peak).   

 

  Mr. Lopes also asked if the Town reached the interest earning projections 

for 2014.  Director Spacher said no, that the Town gets about .2 of 1% in interest on 

money.  One of the reasons is that banks with municipal funds pledge collateral, get 

bonds and notes from other municipalities, and put the funds into a trust account.  He 

added that NYS is very conservative in its investment policies- for example; the Town 

cannot make long-term investments (longer than one year) or invest outside of NYS. 

 

Judith McNulty, 647 Thayer Road, asked about the height limit for the 

High Acres Landfill and Commissioner Beck stated that the Town did not approve a 

height increase when proposed. 

 

Mr. Lopes commended the Highway Department for the service level of 

the roadside pickup and asked whether the Town had ever considered cutting off the 
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pickup from December to April for example.  Commissioner Beck said it could be 

considered if the rest of the Town agreed and that residents have come to expect the 

current level of service that has been provided for 40 years.  He added that everything 

that the Town picks up gets recycled, even appliances. All leaves are composted and trees 

are chipped, mulched, and brought back out in spring for resident use.  Mr. Lopes also 

asked if the Town would consider a tree replacement credit for homeowners-example his 

street has ash trees that are dying.  He also asked if a cash flow statement could be 

provided and Director Spacher said that Mr. Lopes could come to his office to review 

that. 

 

There being no further questions from the Board or the audience, and all 

those wishing to be heard having been heard, the Public Hearing was closed. 

 

Councilperson Van Vreede made a motion, seconded by Councilperson 

LaFay to approve the presentation of the Town Budget as presented by Supervisor 

Barker. 

 

Ayes:  Barker, LaFay, Havens, Van Vreede, Hanna 

  Nays:  None 

  Unanimously Approved 

 

 

Supervisor Barker stated that the Town Board would anticipate taking 

action on the 2015 Budget at the November 12, 2014 Town Board meeting.  Supervisor 

Barker also thanked Finance Director Spacher, the Town department heads and Town 

Board for their help in putting together the 2015 budget. 

 

 

  

APPROVE PERSONNEL APPOINTMENT 

SEWER DEPARTMENT LABORER 

 

DPW Commissioner Beck stated that the Sewer Department has been carrying 

two vacant full time laborer positions due to retirements for approximately the last +/- two 

years.  Now all except one of the seasonal employees have returned to college.  The one 

seasonal employee that remains, Thomas Miner, has been with the Sewer Department since 

early May.  A few years ago, he worked as a seasonal in the Highway Department.  

Commissioner Beck stated that Tom has proved to be someone that he believes will fit well as 

a full time employee in the Sewer Department. 

Mr. Miner is a Fairport High School graduate.  Commissioner Beck stated that 

he comes to work each day with a positive attitude.  He has quickly become proficient in any 

task assigned to him.  This includes operating some of the Department’s small equipment as 

well as the computerized television system. He has performed well in every task assigned, 

from flushing sewers and cleaning pump stations to being part of a pipe construction team.  

Per Commissioner Beck, Mr. Miner has the desire to learn and possesses the aptitude to be 

successful with the Sewer Department. 

 Commissioner Beck recommended that the Town Board approve the 

hiring of Mr. Miner to fill one of the full time Laborer positions in the Sewer Department.   

As is the case with any of the entry level Laborer hires, his job offer will be  subject to successfully 

completing a pre-employment physical and drug screening, verification of his insurability from our 

insurance carrier, and approval of  his hiring from the Town Board.  Commissioner Beck 

recommended that Mr. Miner’s pay rate be the starting rate for Laborers, $[] per hour and that his 

appointment be retroactive to October 20, 2014. 

 

Councilperson Havens made a motion, seconded by Councilperson LaFay, 

to approve the hiring of Thomas Miner as a full time laborer in the Sewer Department at 

a pay rate of $[] per hour and that his appointment be retroactive to October 20, 2014. 
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Ayes:  Barker, LaFay, Havens, Van Vreede, Hanna 

  Nays:  None 

  Unanimously Approved 

 

 

 

APPROVE CHANGE ORDER #2 

O’CONNOR ROAD REALIGNMENT PROJECT 

 

DPW Commissioner Beck stated that the Town Board has a memo 

regarding Change Order #2 for the O’Connor Road Relocation Project.  This Change 

Order is required by NYSDOT for accounting purposes due to the Federal Funding the 

Town has received for the project. The current conrtact amount of $1,475,054.71 will 

remain unchanged.   

 

Commissioner Beck added that the purpose of this change order is to 

allow the transfer of funds from the contract’s Field Change Payment Item to various 

other contract items that have exceeded their original quantity values due to unexpected 

field conditions or utility conflicts that occurred during the construction of this project.  

The Field Change Payment Item is $94,000.00 and the cost of quantity overruns in other 

items is $93,971.63.  That leaves $28.37 in the Field Change Payment Item, which will 

be addressed in the Final Over/Under Change Order prepared for the final close-out of 

the project.     

 

A motion was made by Councilperson Hanna, seconded by Councilperson 

Van Vreede, that the above change work order be approved as recommended by 

Commissioner Beck.  This is the result of a change in conditions and was not foreseen in 

the original plans. 

  

 

Ayes:  Barker, LaFay, Havens, Van Vreede, Hanna 

  Nays:  None 

  Unanimously Approved 

  

 

 

AUTHORIZE DEPOSIT OF FUNDS INTO HIGHWAY EQUIPMENT CAPITAL 

RESERVE ACCOUNT 

 

DPW Commissioner Beck presented the Town Board with a copy of 

a check in the amount of $8,775.00 as payment for the 2000 Sterling dump truck, 

with 16’ box, that was sold at the Monroe County Municipal Surplus Auction held 

on October 11, 2014.  The vehicle was 14 years old and had approximately 145,000 

miles on it.  Commissioner Beck felt the price it brought was very good. This auction 

is carried live on the internet which affords the opportunity for on-line bidding. 

Commissioner Beck recommended that the proceeds be deposited 

into the Highway Equipment Capital Reserve Account.    

Councilperson Havens made a motion, seconded by Councilperson 

Hanna to accept the proceeds from the sale of the Sterling dump truck and to deposit 

the $8,775.00 into the Highway Equipment Capital Reserve Account. 

 

Ayes:  Barker, LaFay, Havens, Van Vreede, Hanna 

  Nays:  None 

  Unanimously Approved 
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REVIEW OF HUNTING POLICY 

TOWN PROPERTY 

 

Parks Director Estrich thanked the Town Board for giving her and Perry 

Stolt, Town Animal Control Officer, the chance to propose the town’s hunting policy. 

She stated that the hunting proposal was developed by several town employees and that 

the highest priorities are safety for land users and avoiding further increase of car 

accidents. 

 

Director Estrich added that over past years, the numbers of car accidents, 

deer road pick-ups and nuisance calls has been on a steady increase. Many town 

residents, in fact state that they see deer all the time in their yards. It is known in the 

outdoor community that Perinton has more deer than Irondequoit and now Mendon. 

Because of this, the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) is considering 

extending a muzzle loading season in September due to the over abundance of deer in 

this area. 

 

Director Estrich stated that hunting already exists on private and town 

property but it is not regulated except by the DEC. Currently the town does not know 

who is on town property, what they are hunting or what they are harvesting.  This 

opportunity will increase safety for all land users, hikers, bird watchers, and hunters… 

alike. It will help control Perinton’s deer population or handle nuisance situations for 

coyote and will enhance recreational use of green space and decrease car accident rates. 

 

The areas under consideration met all DEC regulations (as far as 

distances) and allow for archery hunters. Director Estrich referred to the areas on a Town 

map (they include the DeWitt property, Thayer Hill, McCoords Woods, Whitebrook, 

Howell Road and the corner of Furman and Carter Roads). 

 

Supervisor Barker and the Town Board have received the hunting regulations. The policy 

would start as a pilot program beginning Nov. 1, - Dec. 16, 2014 for deer. 

 

Councilperson LaFay asked whether one goal of the program was to have 

more control over who hunts in these areas by the Town issuing the permits and Director 

Estrich said that it was.  Supervisor Barker added that the Town would be posting the 

land so that hunters know about the procedures and permit requirements and so that the 

Town can get statistics as to what is being harvested in each area. 

 

Manuel Lopes, 67 Blackwatch Trail, asked whether hunting currently 

occurs in these areas.  Director Estrich stated that with Town or individual owner written 

permission a resident can hunt in those areas given that they have a DEC license for 

hunting.  This new policy limits and controls hunting in these areas by requiring the 

Town hunting permit.  Director Estrich reiterated that these Town permits apply to bow 

hunting only and Mr. Stolt emphasized that it is much safer.  She also stated that there 

would be a cap on the number of permits allowed in each area and the future of the 

program will be determined based upon the data collected during this pilot program. 

 

Director Estrich also added that the Town will have a venison donation 

program or participate in the DEC’s program which donates venison to the local food 

shelf. 

 

Judy McNulty and Chris Fredette requested a final version of the hunting 

policy when available.   

 

Mr. Stolt added that there is no DEC program for sterilization of deer in 

NYS.  He also stated that it is illegal to feed deer (bait and shoot not allowed).  He also 

explained the process to handle a wounded deer in a neighborhood and stated that this is 

part of his responsibility. 

 

Director Estrich summarized that this is a pilot program that will be 

tweaked and improved over time and that the main goal is safety of residents. She 

respectfully asked for Town Board acceptance of the hunting policy. 
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A motion was made by Councilperson Hanna, seconded by Councilperson 

Havens, that the acceptance of the Town Hunting Policy be granted a Negative 

Declaration under the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR) 

because the acceptance of the policy creates no adverse environmental impacts.   

 

Ayes:  Barker, LaFay, Havens, Van Vreede, Hanna 

  Nays:  None 

  Unanimously Approved 

 

  Councilperson LaFay made a motion, seconded by Councilperson Hanna 

to accept the Town Hunting Policy as proposed by Director Estrich. 

 

Ayes:  Barker, LaFay, Havens, Van Vreede, Hanna 

  Nays:  None 

  Unanimously Approved 

 

 

AUDIT APPROVAL 

 

  A motion was made by Councilperson Van Vreede, seconded by 

Councilperson LaFay that Audit #10 for October 2014 be approved for the Town of 

Perinton, pursuant to Town Law, and the Town Clerk presented duly verified bills as 

follows: 

 

 

OCTOBER AUDIT 

 

General Fund 88,343.79 

Town Outside of Village 78,934.26 

Recreation 67,737.00 

Highway General Repair 428,760.73 

Highway Snow & Miscellaneous 36,061.70 

Joint Sewer 7,625.91 

Special Recreation 20,516.62 

Trust & Agency 83.39 

Fairmont Hills Maint Dist 320.00 

Wisteria Grove Maint Dist 1,000.00 

Basin Canal Port 173,794.99 

Indian Valley Sewer Project 187.50  

 $903,365.89 Total 

 

The above items were numbers 95033-95231. 

 

OCTOBER MANUAL  

 

General Fund          83,702.31 

Town Outside of Village 6,090.39 

Recreation 54,273.99 

Joint Sewer 8,214.53 

Midlands Lighting Dist 407.96 

Lake Lacoma Lighting Dist 15.28 

Meadows Lighting Dist 460.35 

Deer Run Lighting Dist 1,433.33 

Misty Meadows Lighting Dist 110.26 

 $154,708.40Total 

 

The above items were numbers 95000-95003, 95014-95019, 95030-95031. 
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OCTOBER MANUAL 2 

 

General Fund          34,419.26 

Town Outside of Village 11,162.10 

Recreation 1,126.91 

Highway General Repair 20,514.74 

Highway Snow & Misc 6,001.93 

Joint Sewer 1,100.94 

Perinton Ambulance District 72.17 

Egypt Fire Protect Dist 1,102.34 

Fairmont Hills Maint. Dist 1,449.50 

 $78,949.89Total 

 

The above items were numbers 95236-95262. 

 

Ayes:  Barker, LaFay, Havens, Van Vreede, Hanna 

  Nays:  None 

  Unanimously Approved 

 

  Councilperson Havens made a motion, seconded by Councilperson Van 

Vreede to adjourn to Executive Session to discuss the employment history of a particular 

employee. 

 

Ayes:  Barker, LaFay, Havens, Van Vreede, Hanna 

  Nays:  None 

  Unanimously Approved 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Commissioner Beck gave a synopsis of [] behavior the morning of 

October 15, 2014 and asked the Board to approve a suspension of one day without pay 

for him. 

 

There was a general discussion about the incident and that it was properly 

handled by the DPW staff.  [] was recognized for his handling of the situation.  It was 

also noted that [] received a mandatory referral to our Employee Assistance Program and 

that his future employment is contingent on his participation and follow-through of the 

treatment program recommended by the EAP. 

 

A motion was made by Councilperson LaFay to accept Mr. Beck’s 

recommendation of a one day suspension without pay for [].  Second by Councilperson 

Havens.  

 

Ayes:  Barker, LaFay, Havens, Van Vreede, Hanna 

  Nays:  None 

  Unanimously Approved 

 

A motion was made by Councilperson Van Vreede to reconvene the 

regular Town Board meeting.  Second by Councilperson Hanna.  

 

Ayes:  Barker, LaFay, Havens, Van Vreede, Hanna 

  Nays:  None 

  Unanimously Approved 

 

   

There being no further business before the Board and no further questions 

from the audience, the Board adjourned at 9:26 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Jennifer A. West 

Town Clerk 


