Town of Perinton
Safety and Security
1350 Turk Hill Road, Fairport, NY 14450

WORKING WITH WIND CHILL

November 2022

We have all seen the weather forecasts when it comes to wind chill. However, do you know

what wind chill really means? Do you know what it means when it comes to the workplace?

What is Wind Chill? Why is it important?

In an already cold environment, wind can increase the cooling effect on the body. As an
example, if it is 10 degrees Fahrenheit, it can easily feel like -9 degrees Fahrenheit with a 10
MPH wind.

Below is a chart produced by the American Conference of Governmental Industrial
Hygienists. This chart provides useful information when determining the proper actions to
take at certain wind chills. To combat cold stress it’s important to dress warm and to take
warming breaks as needed. This chart will help determine how often to take warming breaks.

Equivalent Chill Temperature Chart
(Work/Warm-up Schedule for Four-Hour Shifts)

Actual Temperature Reading (Degrees Fahrenhelt)

50 40 30 20 10 o -10 =20 -30 -40 -50 -60
Estimated Wind Speed
{In mph)
Equivalent Chlll Temperature (Degrees Fahrenhelt)
Calm 50 40 30 20 10 4] -10 -20 -30 -40 -50 -80
5 48 37 27 16 6 -5 -15 -26 -36 -47 =57 -68
10 40 28 16 4 -9 -24 -33 -46
15 36 22 9 -5 -18 -32 -45 -58
20 32 18 4 -10 -25 -39 =53 -67
25 30 16 0 -15 -29 -44 -59
30 28 13 -2 -18 -33 -48 -63
35 27 11 -4 -20 -35 =51 -87
40 26 10 -6 -21 -37 -53 -69
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- Non-emergency work should cease

NOTE: An employee experiencing any of the initial symptoms of frosibite or hypothermia
must immediately move to a warm location and notify her or his supervisor.

*Extrapolated from the ACGIH’s Threshold Limit Values and Biological Exposure Indices
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